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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983 - Home: (217) 348-7553 
89-732 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
BACCHUS CHAPTER EARNS NATIONAL AWARD 
DEC 11 19b:;. 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's BACCHUS 
chapter earned first runner up for the "Outstanding Chapter 
of the Year" award at the recent national conference in Dallas. 
BACCHUS (Boosting Alcohol Consciousness Concerning the 
Health of University Students) is an international organization 
which encourages the responsible decision-making concerning 
the use or non-use of alcohol by students. Eastern's chapter 
is one of approximately 350 in the u.s. and Canada. 
-more-
ADD l/l/l/1 BACCHUS 
The annual award was based on a written overview of last 
year's activities submitted to BACCHUS headquarters in Denver 
by Eastern's members. Personnel at the national office then 
judged each chapter's activities based on the overviews. 
Awards were broken down according to size of the school. 
Eastern's award was given for schools with 5,000-10,000 students. 
According to BACCHUS advisor Sandy Gallion, the award 
was a result of "an overall tremendous effort" on the part 
of the students. 
She credited a successful Alcohol Awareness Week as a 
key to receiving the award. Eastern also hosted last year's 
state conference, which Gallion believes was "one of the top 
state conferences." 
"What I believe impressed the judges the most," said 
Gallion, "was Eastern's continuation of activities. We were 
involved in a wide variety of events all year, not just one 
week out of the year." 
She also indicated that the award holds more value because 
Eastern's BACCHUS efforts are self-supported. Gallion said 
many chapters receive state aid for their efforts, Eastern 
does not. 
"Financially, we are at a disadvantage compared to some 
chapters," she said. "But we are able to overcome that with 
fundraising activities." 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 BACCHUS 
In recognition of the award, Eastern's chapter received 
a plaque, which now hangs in Old Main. 
Eastern's chapter was also recognized for the "Outstanding 
Exhibit" award in Dallas. One of three awards given, it was 
based upon a display table featuring this year's activities. 
Eastern's table was one of approximately 15 others at the 
conference. 
BACCHUS was founded in 1976 at the University of Florida. 
Eastern's chapter was installed in the Spring of 1988 and 
now has about 30 members. 
-30-
